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Sint Eustatius (Statia)

Statia is a curious small island, about 4 miles long and 2 miles
wide. The south is dominated by The Quill, a 2,000-foot extinct
volcano. The north of the island is hilly (with its own s

volcano) and without habitations, except for
an oil storage facility. The centre of Statia is
relatively flat and this is where life is centred,
around Oranjestad; a town of quiet charm,
built close to the edge of a cliff, looking out
over a long beach and the sea.

Statia is one of the quietest Caribbean
islands. Chicks peck at roadside plants
without fear of being run down, nothin
much seems to happen to the point the .t
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sometimes feels like a forgotten out sst.

There are a few pleasant beaches, goor' iikes, a surpri er
of restaurants and occasionally evs  some nj ex-
patriots have washed ashore and * e local pop mostly
of African and Dutch descent

When people talk about  aspoiled Car@beaffislands, the:
generally mean places tha® nave been disc but not - ¢

overrun. Statia has not ev' . been discovered, making it attrs _ive
to those prepared to ' :t the Cariblgfag

the raw, where visit s will beygre Rl 3
people rather thar  ourists. Here
almost no souven® shops or glit NS,

just real peace  .d quiet, far wds.
It was ne  always thi uring

the mid te .te 1700s, th@trade

capital o ne Indies. dred sailin

ships » Luld lie at

towr and what is eachusedtc ea

lor  street of ghop arehouses.” uring
ti cse yeagff th ean pow’r s were
fighting ea er; i) addition, F zland was
unsuccessfull ng to pv down the

upstart American rebels. Th- najor powers
wrapped their colonies in 7 .ass of red tape
and taxes, stifling trad  This infuriated
Caribbean planters wno were prevented
from getting the best deal for their crops.
The Dutch, who owned Statia, remained
neutral and opened Statia as a free port. It
became a market where you could sell raw
cotton, tobacco and sugar, and buy fine

The Quill, Statia’s
sleeping volcano,
dominates the
landscape.




Old buildings, some
restored and some
inhabited only by
vegetation, are
testament to Statia's

faded glory.

SINT EusTaTIUSs (STATIA)

fabrics, silver, gold.  .ousehold
Thousands of tons ¢ commoditi
colourful, noisy, b ,tling water

Countries nc allowed to d
with Statia. Fo' :xample 4
pounds of s1 .r, but expor

slaves an guns.
gded daily .ong the

each oth"  could deal

tatia produces «bout 600,000
0 mYllion poun" . It was officially
approved ~ aud to get d rnational © gulations and the
8,000 r rchants of m¥ged [Qutch, Engli- . and Jewish origins
becan= so wealthy that St ecame kn vn as the Golden Rock.

But e prosperit s not to last.
.n 1776 the @ Doria, an -~ nerican vessel, came into

" irbour an e. Goverr rde Graff, not sure what to
do, decided toWge a return s ate. He did not realise that,
although oria was 2 .erchant ship, she was under the
comman mericanp y captain. Thus Statia became the
first ute an A ierican naval vessel. British officials
did much of .nis, and it was one of the incidents
le ar betwe . Britain and Holland.

iral Rodn , arrived and Statia surrendered. He
ated all t - ships and warehouses, and rounded up
reds of Jer .sh men and deported them. The subsequent
uction of thic cized property netted him and his crew a fortune,
ut was no* sopular with British subjects who lost property.
By th .ate 1700s Statia was again Dutch and trade was
flourist .g, but by the early 19th century changing political and
econe iic conditions in the Caribbean ended Statia’s role as the
Car .pbean’s first shopping mall and the population dwindled.

Language: English and Dutch

Currency: Dutch Guilder or US Dollars
Population: around 2,200

Telephone code: (5993)
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For a quiet island Statia is sociable and friendly and seems to
have as many restaurants per capita as Washington has lawyers.
You have real choices, and in a one-week stay can eat somewhere
different every night.

On the waterfront the Blue Bead offers local, Indonesian
and Lebanese dishes. Outside there is a huge old silk cotton
tree, and if you happen to be dining when it is in flower, loo}
for bats feeding on the nectar. King’s Well offers German cuisi*
including smoked barbecued ribs, steaks, schnitzels, Rostbr- :n,
and home smoked fish. In town several more gastronor _ hot
spots offer a variety of food.

Hiking in Statia is very pleasant, even the roads - ¢ quiet and

island and some of the most attractive are up to " > Quill volcan®;

Apres Dive

g and Hors
offer pleasant views. Trails have been marked ov: much of K Ri’ .g

Horse riding is also a pleasant way tc  ce the islan

Sabra Pressman: (5993) 82760

around the rim and down into the crater itsel” which is for
with some massive silk cotton trees and gi> . strangler fi

Try Mazinga Gift Shop. They = rer spor
postcards, stationary and books,  selection of ish language
magazines, office supplies, tov a wide ran ;
are also a full liquor store. O* erwise try Th
features local art and hand _rafts.

Statians are often 1 for a pagty. @\“es they ¢! .e off
the traffic and jumr ap in the sggt erwise ¢’ _ck out
Frankey’s which b live entertgg n Sundays ad at any
other excuse.

Departme . of Tourism:

USA: (£ ) 692410

On  of Statia’s a variety of .tving. There are deep
sites” 1d shallow ard§s e are ancie . unrecognisable wrecks
an/ .nodern aternon .e than 6 months. Though
Statia does ringing reef ,stem, coral that has grown
on the rocks e coral r¢ . in some areas. (See site 6.)

The last vol(™Mc eruptior ,n Statia was 1,600 years ago,
and evidence of the volcano’s utput is easily found on the seabed.
Some of Statia’s sites con rise fingers of old lava flows, some
are hard basalt boulders; . other areas the substratum looks so
much as if it has been hewn by human hands that it is hard to
imagine that it results from natural phenomena.

Three diving areas are within the Southern Marine Park. Sites
1 to 7 are along or on top of a drop-off, which runs north east

Shopping

Nightlife

Information on
Accommodation

The Diving

Southern Marine
Park



Northern Marine
Park

Wrecks and
Archaeolor .al
Sites
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to south west off the south coast of Statia. A spur and groove
formation cuts the edge of the drop off, creating sand chutes
and coral fingers. In places the drop-off forms a wall, in others
it is a steep slope. These are Statia’s deepest sites.

On top of the drop-off, an ancient flow of volcanic material,
not lava but hard basalt material, has left big boulders and humps
which have become coral encrusted.

The next group of sites, sites 8 to 1€ are on and in between
fingers of lava. Five fingers extend sear .rd, running east to west.
The fingers are perhaps 80 feet acr s and the hggght from the
sand to the top of the fingers ave .ges 25 feet.

The lava has become encrus d with cor
it is obvious even to an untr- .ed eye, tha
not been built by the slow  .atural, rofte
Instead they must have b n subjected to rdinary for os.
Blocks hewn in symme’ .cal angular #hap®ysit in grid ps erns
that look more man-= ade than nat %

17to 2] .re along
Yaward sidr 1'he whole
eefin the ast, but now
there are five ,uoys in p ch part of * .e plate has its

own name - d distinguisjaigg

The  are few dive this arer .nd the marine park
rules e slightly different. Anchoringic orbidden but fishing is
not  rohibited. I important t' .t divers do not interfere

w n legallyqgt anl traps.
Althoug}% four moor .g buoys, two of the sites are
t

more app or snorke’ ng than diving and we have
describe two used . dive sites.

@r ay and oy the ballast stones remained. Before the

@ disappeare  the ballast stones were cemented in place by
S action, sc ou can still see the outlines of the ship’s hulls.
hey are int esting archaeological sites and tremendous fish
agnets. (¢ _e sites 23 and 24.)

No ar _facts may be removed. The exception to this rule is
blue b- ds. When slaves lived in Statia, blue beads were the
form  r currency in which they were paid. They could be used
to buy a wife, for example; the price being fixed by the number
of beads required to reach round the prospective bride’s waist.
Rumour has it that on the abolition of slavery, the ex-slaves
flung the beads into the sea as a symbolic act to mark their new-
found freedom. Whereas you will be very lucky to find a full-
sized bead (roughly an inch long) you might well find fragments,
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which you are allowed to retain as a keepsake. Examples of
blue beads can be found in the excellent museum in Oranjestad—
possibly the best island museum we have visited.

Do not be mislead by rumours of an undersea city just off
the island. This is untrue and the operators were all at pains to
clarify this. The beach does have some old ruins of houses from
deep into Statia’s past—it was a major trading port in the 18®
Century—but this is all that remains. An old seawall -
underwater, but only in 20 feet of water just off the beach

More recently, marine park officials have been creati | an
artificial reef with sunken ships. Two tugs, two barges ar  some
old oil pipes are now available for diver exploration. (S¢ site 26)

All of the wreck sites are just a few minutes from * & harbour.

boundaries but the park’s manager was hopine .o bring the
under park jurisdiction in the near future.

At the time of writing they were not within the narine p&@

buoyed and the dive operators have t anchor their b

N

The Atlantic side of Statia is dived inf _quently, andago Atl- .dc Side
all operators. It is not in the marine p- &, so the sit t

As a very general rule, the Atlan” _side un
is not as colourful as the Caribbe- side of StatiM§gLhe sites are
used for variety for divers on an ¢ _ended pac
conditions are calm, and beca’ « the sea life
real treats. (See sites 30 to~ 3.)

A good variety of mar :life presents inspection = sund
Statia. Of particular n< ¢ are turtl u will see < . many
sites. As many of ths .ncient wreclsit®ygre surrounde oy sand,
Nin regular ap~ arances.

ted, are n©  uncommon
especially on * e Atlantic si be norths .1 marine park.

Since 7 ,96 Statia ha arine park  aanaged by the St.
Eustatir National Pagmglo tion (STE™ APA). Only recently,
since  .e park mandfe ppointed . 1997, has the marine

par! secome lity. park was  ricially operational from
1 January 1
Buoys ha ced atall t” :sites within the park and an

e is about ~ , start, along with consultation
sessions with those affected b- .he park rules, such as fishermen.

No anchoring is allow 1 (not even on sand)

Spearfishing is prohibited

No animal or plant, alive or dead, may be removed

No historical artefacts may be removed, except blue beads
You may not touch or feed any marine life

Marine Life

Rules and
Regulations and the
Marine Park

Park rules
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e of US$3 p  dive is charged. At the time of writing
d to go to * o marine park office to pay fees, so there
lans beins  nade to have the dive stores collect fees.
o spearfi- ung is allowed in Statia. Spearguns fall under
e handgur  .ws and are not permitted.
Independent Diving You - : not allowed to dive independently in Statia. The
rule ar .1es to anywhere around Statia, not just the marine park.
Safety 1rom Statia you can see the towering mountain of Saba,

where the nearest official recompression chamber is. However,
the oil industry on Statia has its own chambers, one on land and
one on a support ship. These are not officially available for
recreational divers but we presume that no one would be turned
away in an emergency.
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Crooks Castle 35 max.

City Wall 20 max.

Triple Wre ./Superm @ 50-60
Double Y reck 55- 4
Stingre 4° 50
STE}M iPA Reef .0-70
Los Anchor 60-85

NO. SITE NAME DEPTH IN FEET Statia
1] Drop Off East 70-130 Dive Sites
H Drop Off West 70-130

H  Grand Canyon 60-130 S
[ 4] The Cliffs/Down South 45-130

B Coral Gardens 60-120

[ 6 | Mushroom Gardens 45-60

The Humps 45-50

8| Valley of Sponges 50-65

9| Five Fingers South 45

m Five Fingers North 4 65 @
11} The Ledges »5-75 \
12} Anchor Reef 70-85

13 The Blocks 50-65

14 Hangover 45-65,

15 Anchor Point South 50-

16 Anchor Point North

[17] Twin Peaks/Castle Rock 0-

18] Barracuda Reef 5

19] Nursing Station 5

20 Blair’s Reef -70

21

22

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

3%

E

33

I’ obies Cra 80-100
sibraltar 55-80
Boulder it 20-70
Cor ard (Atlantic 40-65
Nufge JMalk Ledge 30-55
Englis arter 20-30
NO. OPERATOR LOCATION Dive Operators

[l Dive Statia Lowertown
1 Scubaqua Golden Era Hotel, Lowertown
E] Golden Rock Dive Center

Lowertown
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I8 Drop-Off East
H and West
70-130'

Although two separate sites, the terrain is fairly similar on
each. Steep sand chutes slice into the drop-off and expose
fascinating hidden architecture. Delve into the caves or peek
into crevices and you would be very unlucky not to find yourself
a voyeur of some marine creature’s life.

On the outside, gorgeous black coral I© .ds an air of mystery
to these sites at the farthest corner of e marine park.

EJ Grand Canyon
60'-130'

Another dramatic dive—one » iich can be %as a 60-
foot top of the wall dive, or as* deep dive dgmg cks that
thrust up from the deep to re: a within 100 g ofthe surface

Whether you opt for de” _ or shallo € a of the di _
results from a combinati® . of impressive rwater sce’ _ry

and a bustling reef comr ' .nity, which g aally attracts itors
from farther afield.

EiThe Cliffs/

Down South
45'-130'

Dive Profile

{&w

The Cliffs 2= located at
the southern de of Stat
110 feet, thb- 1epth increag
buoy is ar nored at aroffnd

the wall + it runs along
oint the w' . meets sand at
e wall progr  ses. The mooring
¢et in sand

W' nave a short swim across a flat a© a covered in star corals
and ea rods. A of Creole wrz e accompanies us to the

ba multi-lax ced, complex web of thick black strands.
Ve contint’ with the wall on our left until we come to a
nyon with sand base. Up through the canyon takes us back
nto the fl° top of The Cliffs, where we finish the dive.
There re more fish on the plateau than on the wall, especially
rockhir s, chromis, blue tangs, moray eels, and hamlets. A white
spott . filefish, hovering near a gorgonian, catches our attention
bec.ase it has a piece of sea fan protruding, as if stuck in its teeth.
Dental floss is hard to come by under water. Our orthodontally-
impaired filefish decides to swim over a rock where it meets another
white spotted filefish and promptly turns from blotchy brown
and orange to spotted black and white. Obviously there is room
for only one blotchy liveried filefish round here.
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Colour and patterns are an important part of t' -
communication process b’ ween fish, t little isunders Jod
about the process. It she .d not suggris oyever, even ' .nans
use colour to express  .00od—we b Poo greenv _henvy
and blue with cold

The filefish o _upies our regh
slow ascent ba' . to the boa

Thanks tc sive Statia.

time befor we make a

coral, dese  es its name. The slope
is not ertical in this hind insteac’ eads you down a gentle
slo:  with al flora fauna, co' urs and textures that you
would find o a rough botar _al gardens set on a hillside.

Thi retty slope,

Coral Gardens H
60'-120'

Everyone has different t= _es in dive sites, which is why we
do not give the sites star rat* gs. However, we have no reservation
about recommending M. shroom Gardens to divers who are
interested in hard coral species and formations.

The dive route is around a series of coral heads that have
developed on the top of the basalt wall which runs along the
south of the island.

Mushroom @

Gardens
45'-60'

{&w
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Dive Profile As we leave the mooring our masks are filled with the sight
of mounds and hills that have been built by hermatypic corals
over many years. These giant mole hills spill over, creating eaves
below the flattened coral, which form the roof of the mounds.

Although the formations are not dramatic in terms of size,
morphological variations have created a fairy tale world of coral
castles, Alice Through the Looking Glass p: portion mushrooms,
and frozen waterfalls of cascading flatt .ied star coral.

The symbiotic zooxanthellae, whi® | colour the corals, have
chosen a range of shades from bright :a-green to ggbdued taupe.
Brain corals glow like ripened frui* and boulder corals offer
blush pinks and alabaster to th- colour pale

We had been told that » .ereas the ¢ 'of) Mushroon
Gardens is always excepti’ .al, there e sually ma-
fish. Perhaps we were just! _ky in seein riety, inclv .ng
horse-eye jacks, Creole  sh, Bermud potted drur , and
many juvenile wrasse

A smaller but e .ally interes salettu  seaslug

[ LY - —
RNy "L T/ N\
I l-"l ] .5 |
oot i.-l” rw'; .ﬂ / L ! \ .S

Mushroom Gardens
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Colleen coasting
through the Mushrooms

nudibranch. This creature is often the highl .t of the sho @
with coral this good, who needs a frilly s g2

Thanks to Eric of Scubaqua.

Two little mountainous humps r sulded from v ic Material The Humps
and basalt boulders form The F' mps. The pgftile e site is 45'-50'
only about 5 feet from top + bottom and Rs af) odd bit of
scenery, not without charm 1d often attractin ny fish.

Avalley between t , lava flow: ’t@ith barrel  onges, Valley of [E1

one every 5 feet or' . It is as if ggm has set out amblers Sponges
hings we like  Jout Statia 50'-65'
the dive s :s.)

These ces are situa e second a+ . third lava fingers. Five Fingers [El
(See pa . 164.) Site § third fing | is the shallower of North and South [
the t= L by a few et e finger I, more overhangs and 45'-65'

ges and ¢ .als have taken hold of
um and th number and variety of
mpressive
s previous' cried to anchor on sand between
the lava fingers, they could n- guarantee to get it right and the
provision of mooring buoy oy the marine park will eliminate
anchor damage and prote . future coral development.

The southernmost lava finger is the longest and has two The Ledges Kl
sites along it. Site 11 is about two-thirds of the way along 55'.75'
the finger and has a mooring buoy in the sand. (See page 164)
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Colour me Beautiful

Though our understanding of marine life has increased dramatically with easy access to scuba diving,
scientists are still somewhat perplexed by fish colouring. Some of the rules have become apparent but others
are still subject to speculation and debate, as alternative theories are proposed.

Fish that swim in the open sea have in common countershading as their basic  olour scheme. What that
means is they have a dark back, a lighter belly and silvery flank. Undoubtedly its = pose is to camouflage them.
Looking up from below, a light belly is lost in the light from the sea’s surface  nereas, looking ggwn, the fish’s
dark back blends in with the darker water below. The silvery flank helps o' erate the fish’s c&different
means servesimilar purpose f have blotchy

patterns otches blur Rgupo

' atis less clear i eef fish seem

h*  colour schemgs @

ANOWEESN seems to har o role

ertise their pres  ce.

other than to ith 1ts beauty ~ .1e theory,
subsgqu i d, was that i* .as a way for
territori g to members © .neir own species
‘hef0, I'm nd thisismy -+ ch’. Recent research
sug re is very littl vidence for this. It does
seem more likely that ¢ difference between adult

This juvenile French - elfish spor - e
strident pattern of ad” .scence, but will
adopt the more t7 :ful livery of a

juvenile colour y may be accounted for in this

y, however. .en a juvenile enters an adult’s
territory it is~ .t chased away, but as soon as it takes
on the adult colours s not tolerated. In isused to pre” Lt juveniles in many ways. Very young fish
are transparent «  very difficult to gr from pre .don.

Colour » .erns appear to d because of the  ability to confuse. Some butterflyfish have a dark
spot nea* e tail which log e. As there is = .n a bar through the real eye, one theory is that it is
inten” 4 to draw predatof t ng end of the n, allowing it to escape. Another theory is that it makes
th utterflyfis ike_th view of a mi* . larger fish.

0Of course, to cnsider whether * 1 can see colour in the same way that we can. There is evidence
to suggest that someagggare colour blir out that others see colours well. Without question, recognition of
tones and patterns is common to all ¥ . maybe they just do not see what all the fuss is about when they hear

us oohing and aahing as a Queen = elfish passes by.

The finger is about 75 feet across and 20 feet high. The dive
route is along the line of the finger, which has been eroded at
its base to create deep ledges.

Beguiling porcupinefish snuggle under the overhangs, out of
sight of all but the most seasoned nook-and-cranny moocher.
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If you continue out to the end of finger five you will find Anchor Reef [H
mooring buoy 12 and an anchor. The lava finger has a rounded 70'-85'
tip, rather like a full stop, at the point the lava flow decided to
end its wandering. The anchor is embedded in the ‘full stop’.

What weird looking terrain. Solid rock has been neat’ The Blocks [H
dissected into square and rectangular blocks as if someone = as 50'-65'
planning a massive building project. The other lava fingers .ave
stayed pretty much intact but the strain was obviously tc' much
for this one and it came apart at the seams.

So whereas this may not be the most curvaceor seascape,
the marine life is not deterred from making home .n these cj @
blocks. Lobsters hang out on the intersection o’ ,*¢ and 7t aK
gangs of grunts fill the available space on 5" * reet.

We were assured that we did not ' .ve to be huffgq F .ngover [
order to enjoy this dive, nor was it nar  >d by someone ad 45'-65'
been. The name refers, of course, tr .ne over € one

of its defining characteristics. Th- other is a hoMgtoo sthall to

swim through, but offering a wir  ow to amys u e world.
The gorgonians, sea fans and .umes are exceRgionally decorative
as they extend their reachin e’ gant poses, noddin yaswepa’ .

Anchor Point is n- 1ed after
point of a finger of * va. It has a
deserve equal exp’ Lure, such a
with deep over! ngs that funct

which site Jtf the Anchor Point B
of other fes .res that North and @

-through an ong ledges
bster mo” s. South
50'-65'

Lobsters lurk under
ledges ar Anchor
Point, their red
colouring merging
with encrusting
sponges so that the
area looks as if it is
on fire.
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Dive Profile
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Anchor Point provides good examples of the quality of marine
life on Statia.

Very near to the mooring point in 50 feet of water is a narrow
swim-through, just wide enough to take one careful diver at a
time. The walls inside the swim-through foster colourful
encrusting sponges.

As you emerge from the hole, turn a and. A colony of pillar
coral squats on top like a stack of cool” g towers, except, unlike
their land-bound counterparts whic' expel wategapour, these
are expelling air bubbles. Even t' sugh we kno&§they are our
bubbles escaping through the © of of the sysmgstMgugh, it is
still an astonishing sight.

From the swim-through e entera a lava finge
that have eroded at thei’ ovase to leave ndercuts.’ ne
first lobster is spotted sut when Br{ff broaches clos .y to
get a picture, he reali* s this one is j entry; tuck i deep
in the cut are seve al more. S ashelteres” spot are

A l-
16Pf' Ll\llg{‘th QRN

v

i 57 1

: . . 1
1 0F|v1|e\|F|n ers/:

ort
! = oW :
4 Five Fingers
co( ; 9 Nortﬁ
\ o

8 Valley of
Sponges |,

overhang

127"
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blackbar soldierfish, schoolmasters and
grunts. Mat gorgonians coat the outer
sections and we are content for a long time
exploring the invertebrate life. Hermit
crabs are everywhere, tube worms sprout
lip-like radioles from the coral, anemones
wave their arms as if to tell us to look closer
to see the tiny shrimps benefiting from
asylum, West Indian sea eggs play dead and
arrow crabs tip toe along the rock as if
avoiding the cracks.

There is more to see, so we follow Kevin,
our dive leader, over the lava finger and
into a flatter area of coral-encrusted rock.
Two big attractions are worthy of note. A
rock outcrop is topped by numerous
feather bush hydroids. These forest-green
polyp colonies look very much like s
foliant plants, but in terms of stinc .g
power the analogy would have tobe - cha
thistle. In the middle of this glade = e fan-
shaped branching vase sponges.

The second big attractio is barrel
sponges, as big as a diver, sce’ ered around

Barrel sponges the size

to believe that these massi ¢ structures fee some of t! of a diver litter the
smallest food particles © the waterg y eat microscs Jc reef. These monster-
b : dh E] ti t Instead - : h sized creatures take

acteria and have no ¢ _estive sys s. Instead ac many years to reach
single-celled animal * linked to Wgs d it and -~ liging this size.

amoeba-like cells ¢ .ry food ar e structure
Our circular + ate has brg ack to ths buoy line.
If the group’s r mbers have di air consu’ ption, there
1

is plenty of I - around th in to di’ _rt those with
air left to r .
Thank' .o Dive Stati

1esiteh because s¢ .1e operators refer to the Twin Peaks/
two rocks at the basalt 1” ce as two mountain peaks, Castle Rock
and others e he castle © .ape of the larger of the two 60'-70'

rocks. Local div es care m e about these matters than do
divers who enjoy the site wh- cver it is called.

The mooring buoy is ir .and at 70 feet, between the two
rocks. Take a long slow _ruise around these two satellites,
admiring the décor and making friends with the locals. Gaudy
Spanish hogfish slide by shamelessly flaunting their colours.
We like the monochrome spotted drums that pace ceaselessly
up and down, as if agoraphobia keeps them caged in the
overhangs they inhabit.
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B Barracud- .ieef Sj
5575 co

arever close to each other and some operators
m one site . hey would not, for example, take buoy
ere were ano’ er dive boat on buoy 18.

und Barre .da a very lively reef with a good diversity of
ere are giz . gorgonians, big barrel sponges, black durgons
ring overb  .d like the frigate birds above water, schools of
h and an a' .ndance of hiding holes for invertebrates.

EE] Nursing Station Jaa~ the park manager, always finds nurse sharks resting
40'-75' unde  che ledge which surrounds the sand bowl at the centre of
the .ite, so he named it Nursing Station. It is another dive on
Barracuda Reef. The bowl is not a complete circle; it might
better be described as a horseshoe.
The wall around the sand bowl is 5 feet high with a ledge at
its base and this is where you should find nurse sharks.
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You may see this site referred to as Blair’'s Wreck, which Blair's Reef Hi
though strictly accurate is rather misleading. There is a wreck at 55-70'
the site but you will need a good imagination to see it. Only the
ballast stones remain, forged into lumps by years of calcareous
algae and coral growth. The remains have created a ledge, which
is enrobed with gorgonians, pink and star encrusting sponges
and patches of boulder star coral.

Used mainly as a training dive, Crooks Castle ismac up of  CgMoks Castle El
a series of coral heads surrounded by sand. Juvenile cef fish ax 35'
fare well here, as they do not have to compete fo .he prime

real estate on the more mature dive sites. . ‘

Do not get excited by images of sunker _ities or impy % City * ,all EA
battlements. What remains of this old w- is not consj N M .x 20'
dive site by the operators, except for tre” .ing or Disco
courses. It makes an easy night dive, * bwever, and i
booked a package with a dive store .ney maygal o do
this dive independently. Look o . for flying g®gardsin the
surrounding sand.

There was a time whe the name
the abundance of pots, j= ., pipes and o
the bottom around t remains o

g market referre co  Triple Wreck/ EEl
pfacts that cc ered Supermarket

e 50'-60'
The wood has le' ; since rotted b®ygoraline algae nd coral
have cemented *+ gether the J stones, whi' | are now
indistinguishab!" ;rom lumps o coral. The allast stones
have created ~ abitat for seff1 life, w' ch in turn has
attracted fis" and inverte
Be . in mind tift ord wrec s, strictly speaking, Double Wreck E2
acc’ ate but j ose interr _tation of what you will 55-60"

fina. This is o deter you.~ owever, as almost everyone

isflive ‘wow’ g’ themselves into ecstasy.
Photographers lo e site and .nost any article you read about % W
Statia will have a photograpl .aken on this site.

Buoys come and go her” courtesy of the tugs and other shipping Dive Profile
entering and leaving the harbour. When the buoy is not in place,
dive operators will anchor in sand near the main wreck. The pile
of ballast rocks, which is all that remains of the ship, is roughly in
the shape of a ship.
To the south is another pile of ballast stones (the stones
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wrer |

find r ut, easily
recognisable shi* , ballast) guar®q 9 an enorm- .s school of
grunts, perhar as manygas Bccasion. I, ou can push
the grunts o of the way, Wge a [®k at some elightful green

tube spons .
Cruis oack over th@sandyf you are ir _rested in sea stars,

conch  .ying gurnards a e other ir abitants of sea grass.

Lool sut for bo pipes and otl r artefacts as you go.
Re ember if yo slave bead - u are allowed to keep it,
F ¢ anythin e leftin r .ce.

To the nort re untidy he ps act as carriers for sponges
and invertg . ®One mounc s so encrusted with tubeworms

it looks 112 er garde Social feather dusters defy the
ine worr and take on the appearance of a

Marine wo» s make
the area ! = more
like a f' Jer bed than
the sc ed.
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It is hard to decide whether to hover near the stingrays in
the sand or mooch under ledges to spy on porcupinefish—or
should we watch the barracuda watching us? Spoilt for choice.
Life is tough sometimes.

Thanks to Glenn of Golden Rock Dive Center.

Another collection of ballast stones lying on sand marks t} Stingray
demise of some ancient vessel. These areas act as an oasis or .n 40'-50'
otherwise barren seabed, drawing fish and inverteb- ces.

Stingrays are the big attraction because they are present . large
numbers. To see even one stingray is exciting, to se  more is
tremendous.

On the subject of funny-looking fish, you = _ht also sge
flying gurnards. \

STENAPA stands for St. Eustatius N- onal Parks, Q STEM APA E3
site was created by the park’s manager nt as a fish gty
site because sections of the coastline  ere closed to ¥s en Reef
when the park was created. The firs wreckag the 40'-70'
site 2 years ago, though one wre . had been uM§grwater in a (@
different location for 7 years. W
The inventory of wreckag: s: L© |
Two pieces of pipe appr. .mately 70 feet
A water barge, 200 fe . long, safe ter
A second piece of a” irge
Stern and forward ection (segat tanker D1 dal,
which you ' .n swim thr
Golden Rock + ; boat, inta
The NE1, o' harbour boat,

The whole _ollection co
boat show.

initially in 17 s1

tia’s uni ie underwater

Mos' dive operat agt the water ™ arge, as this is where Dive Profile
the = oring buoy isfit (though i .1ad disappeared when
we  ere ther an ng was the nly option). Eight holes
have been cuffin arge giving v -nty of access to divers and
light. It also s thl occasiona! runt to squeeze in. A central
bulkhead runs t the ship .o you cannot swim in one side
and out the other.
Remember there is a I’ . to see on the site so do not be

tempted to stay too lon  oefore moving to the Dundal. The
stern, complete with propellers, precedes the rest of the hull.
We think the main part of the hull is more interesting and
definitely the most photogenic. The steel of the hull has been
removed down to the waterline, exposing the ship’s ribs. Swim
in near the stern section and you will pass into the middle of the
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40ft tug
Golden B .«

hoolmaster | grunts and snappers lurk among

ou keep - sur eyes open for tell-tale signs of

acles, you .ay see a lobster or two.

p is the G 1en Rock tugboat. Of all the wreckage,

been under ater longest as it was moved to this site

previous u” .erwater home. Seven years worth of growth
en presery 1 in the move. Corkscrew anemones, cleaner
ps, brist’  fireworms, green tube sponges, encrusting

onges, bre” corals and tunicates are all current residents.

If you e planning to dive this site more than once then
these th* ¢ wrecks will probably suffice for the first dive. If you
are gre Jdy, like we are, you will want to see everything so the
next .op isa 100 yard-swim to the NEI.

‘the NEI used to be Statia’s harbour boat until Hurricane
Luis took a dislike to it in 1995. There is a surprising amount of
growth on the boat considering it has been down for only 3 years.

On the swim to the tug the sand provides a good supporting
cast of stingrays, flying gurnards, sand tilefish, razorfish, sea
stars and sea cucumbers. Meticulous readers will notice that we
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have omitted the second barge, as do most dive stores. It is the
least interesting item, though in time encrustation may add to
its appeal.
Thanks to Glenn of Golden Rock Dive Center.
Not everyone dives this site. Dive Statia, who keep its location Lost Anchor

quiet, found it; though they suspect that other stores mig}
now also have discovered it.

The site is 2 miles offshore along a reef that runs east and est.
The top is at 65 feet and it meets sand at 85 feet. The sid  racing
land is deeply undercut and there is a gentle slope on th* seaward
side. Sponges grow particularly healthily in a variety of  olours and
morphological variations—-tube, barrel, and rope sp .ges. At leggst,
five antique anchors are strewn along the reef. C .er good fin

currents and, as a result, is occasiona!” undiveable.

The Crack, referred to in the na- ¢, is a splggi rock
patch, surrounded by sand. Becar ¢ it is an oasiSQgattracts big
schools of fish, especially noctr aal species yfic t in the
surrounding sand at night, re .rning to the glatiy@} shelter of
Doobie’s Crack at dawn. / big attraction fo ers are t!
sharks that like to pop in~ .st to see whetgis happening.

are nurse sharks and turtles lying under the led- . Q
Doobie’s Crack is one of Statia’s sit"  that is susc@Q P .obies El

When the dive bo- cies to the n see that .ereis
some current. Onc’ .n the wate rk our way own the
line, the current ' .sens and wg ind enough r .ces to dip
out of the wors  of the stream e it a com” rtable dive.
he moo’ g attachment

@

60'-85'

N

Crack
80'-100'

{&w

Dive Profile

Doobie's Crack
provides retreats for
nocturnal fish, eager
to keep their red
colouring under wraps
from the sun’s rays.
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h slope to ¢ .d at 100 feet, a trio of permits
#5-by. Butt' y are soon seriously out-numbered

oobie’s C .ck to rest during daylight hours and the
ding sand rovides good hunting territory at night.
eepwater _afans add a frilly entrance curtain to the crack,
hich is a n2* ow split, perhaps 4 feet wide at the bottom but
arrower a' ,ve. The best way to appreciate the life within is to
spend so* ¢ time hovering in the entrance watching the fish, and
then tc  wim up and above the crack and look down into it.

A~ che head of the crack is a shelf with several lobsters
shu..ling around, as if the fish have come to pay homage to
these alien creatures. Or perhaps they are simply managing the
activities of the myriad fishes rushing around below.

In the sand, schools of goatfish are engaged in communal
vacuum cleaning of the sand carpet, though they leave well alone
the very large stingray that has tucked itself under their carpet.
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The Night Watch

The reef is a remarkably efficient system, even to the extent of operating a 24-hour shift. As most diving
is done during the day time, you might think that you are able to see only half of the reefs creatures, therefore.
But being inquisitive, we cannot resist looking under a ledge, peering into the gloom of a cave or poking our
noses into any little hole. Consequently, we also see many nocturnal creatures that -+ 2 the nooks and crannies
of the reef to sleep and find shelter from predators during the day.

Nocturnal fish typically use the
reef for shelter, leaving it at sunset
to go to their feeding grounds.
These feeding areas may be sand
adjacent to the reef or open water.
Nocturnal fish generally have large
eyes able to cope with low lighting

and have colours or patterns that 0 IN S

r'.,. sy 3 1
[ Mo 18 B 2 1
erfe fl? our scheme f

are difficult to see in the dark.  Glasseye appers have th
fis* along with

Many nocturnal fish are red and
others change from strident patterns dur” 4 the day to mu at night.
Examples of nocturnal fish that © ers will see on C efs are squirre’ .n, blackbar soldierfish,

grunts, glasseye snappers and gla- , sweepers. Generally they WITI be found in s7 ,ols during the day but, after

they leave the reef at sunset, = ne species sepaff Hahunt for food inde  ndently.
Eels are something of 7 zxception as () J on day time fic .ucked into their night-time quarters
on the reef. Eels huntin* dark by smell, SQeaan ave learned to @ ,uise their odours—parrotfish surround

@ while they sler

themselves with a m .us bag to contaig
cd on the reef an to leave it. Urchins, crinoids, lobsters and

Nocturnal ir .rtebrates are m

octopus all s .ch the reef for f %ome filter the  .ter with long tentacles or spines, so lack of light

isnotapr .iem. Others like 0 sophisticatec .nses that enable them to detect tasty morsels buried

in the  .nd or under ru

ihe most ¢ n Mo creature on th eef is coral, of course. Those stony lumps you see during
the day turn o pl piled upholster .« night when thousands of polys extend their tentacles to feed
under cover of aarkness

As we swim back over th' reef, we see more big schools of
ghost-like glasseye snappe’ . Above us and all around us, fish
are engaged in a feeding f .1zy. Black durgons, bar jacks, rainbow
runners and chromis compete in a formation dancing
championship. The arrival of a barracuda livens up the tempo.

We hang on the mooring line, doing our safety stop, fully
entertained by this fish dance spectacular.

Thanks to Glen of Golden Rock Dive Center.
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] Gibraltar Gibraltar is a good example of the difference between the
55'-80' two marine park areas. The marine biologist who is the park’s
manager hypothesises that coral development came later to this
area than to the sites in the Southern Marine Park. Generally
there is less coral cover and more boulders, but that does not

diminish the appeal of the site.

A huge boulder, perhaps 60 feet' y 60 feet, similar in
appearance to the Rock of Gibraltar } , some lovely gorgonian-
covered walls. From the mooring by in 60 feetghe dive route
takes you north around the bould and over fin@§gs of rock and
sand. Stingrays lie in the sand - d turtles fa £IMyspot too.

some str- .ge
boulders an‘” 1eep
ifestatior of the

Ell Boulder City Statia’s disturbed gec” gical past ha
20'-70' topography above and b ow the wate
fissures, a drop-off » 1 a ledge, aré

earth’s movements -slow deter QLing and - .oving to

cause folds and ri-” es, alternatin, lent erup* ns flinging

rocks and basal® icross a wi e arthquak  tearing rifts

and fissures. ” aen the ¢ of Mgmaginably " st lava, boiling

the seaon ¢ .tact. [tis n r the under .ter terrain looks
a bit strar e in places. ‘ )

The cher strange an derful ph- .omenon is the eagle
rays t* it call this area home.

EHl Coral Gardens Coral Gar ers quite » .rge area and could easily be
(Atlantic) two dives. 8 1@ gradual sle ¢, covered in large brain corals,
40'-65' which at ass of fist Big outcroppings create cryptic

accom ®or awide .riety of reef creatures, though the

site igRamapfoMhe attr _tive coral cover.

EHl Nur-  Shark rprises wi . this site. An extended ledge shields nurse
Le ge (Atlagdic) rom the s ight while they sleep away the daylight hours.
5455 ed to be 2 area popular with fishermen and though they

ill use it, t+ fish life is abundant and healthy.

EE] English Quarter A g .d second dive because it is shallow, English Quarter is
(Atlantic) agre spot for groupers and also for moray eels. The dive boat
20-30' anc..ors in a hole and the dive route takes you around the

hollowed out area.



SINT EusTaTius (STATIA) 27

Until a few years ago, Statia was relatively unknown as a dive DIVII]g Facilities
vacation destination and supported only one dive store. Whereas
its fame in the dive magazines still does not equal that of its
famous neighbour Saba, there is a growing awareness of Statia
diving and the facilities have grown too. There are now three
stores, a marine park, and the tourist office is actively seeking
new partners to give divers more ways of getting to Statia.

Nevertheless, part of Statia’s appeal is its undeveloped statu
so do not expect to find stores bristling with dive equipment or
sale. What you will find are small friendly operators wh' can
take the time to meet your individual needs.

The operators all have modern equipment, in goc' condition \quipmenf
and replaced regularly. We found the dive boate _omfortalgle
and well equipped.

Because no independent diving is allows . on Statia,
operators will only rent equipment to peop! diving with

They will, however, fill tanks for yachts r ssing throu

The stores offer underwater still .nd video cam ee notographic
operator section for more informe on) to regt. o will Equipment
not be able to get films develope: on the island

Not being a famous dive 7~ stination, corfgine@with some Cost
degree of competition as b1~ ness grows, has c ired to kes

prices modest. If you hav' your own eggigment, youcan b, a
2-tank dive for $65 and ,ackage rate@d.

Prices include er ipment ren

Single-ta- . $40-45
2-tank $75-8C
10-d‘ - package (542~ $28¢ ,50
Or 1 Water Co $3° ,-375
C Jen Water Ref§ra &5
Jiscover Sc 260-75
” ‘memb V@mve top  $3 perdive or $25 for 5
consecutive (ay arine Par’ .
Starting with Idest first  ive Statia [lll has been offering Operators
diving in Statia since 1985 .lthough not under its current
ownership. Texans Ruddy ” ronounced Rudy) and Rinda took
over the store in 1993, h- ing previously managed dive resorts

in the Caymans.

Their philosophy is strong on safety and professionalism. They
have their air quality checked regularly, and because Ruddy knows
Statia’s waters well, he knows whom to take where and in what
conditions. Ruddy and Rinda can claim 50 years diving experience
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between them. Dive Statia is a PADI 5 star and NAUI Gold
Palm operation.

The store is right on the beach so you don your gear and
wade out to the boat. At times, when the surf is too heavy to do
this, the boat is taken to the town dock for loading. Statia is a
volcanic island which means the beach is black (the colour of
volcanic sand) so by midday it is a fast tr . down the beach to
save your toes being toasted. Although  ie information matrix
shows a 2-tank morning dive, the } at returns to the store
between dives.

Dive Statia welcomes groups .nd can arradgg your whole

trip for you, including airport tr isfers, islan . During
the low season (i.e. the summe  nonths), a 7- ive package
can be as little as $650 pe  week, risiNfto in the hi' .

a orks with  ae
ntology ship,  nich

season (per person per .ay). Dive
Windjammer Fleet and  .e Freewind
visit Statia from time  , time. Most 8

Luests are ¥ um the

USA. The store is « sed for 2 o Septer er.

A few yards a! .ig the beach ®lden Era’ stel, home
to a new store.. cubaqua fe is owne’ and run by a
group of Swis .ationals a aingpttracts dive s from Europe.
We found t' - store very i and profes: snally organised.
For each * ve site they hffve afunderwater - ap which is used to
brief di* rs. The briefin ign at the st* ¢ and then the divers

are d  en—a 2-minute drive—to the < ck to board the boat.
" ae dive boa 1l organised © : safety and comfort. A
s' re tank iqhu 1) feet and * :re is always someone left
a the boat. ed and ths try not to exceed a diver-to-

housing is .vailable for rental, so aspiring
flight want  test their artistic talents.
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make a genuine effort to make their guests feel at home, creating
a personalised family atmosphere. They can arrange fully inclusive
packages and the Golden Era Hotel is no more than a giant
stride away.

The third store, Golden Rock Dive Center [, is 100 yards
away toward the town dock. Glenn and Michele visited Statia
and fell in love with the island and its <~ ving so they moved
from St. Maarten to Statia to start th' . store. They literally
built their operation from scratch. T' _y did not just build the
business, they put every plank and il of the bygding in place
too. Glenn has charming stories .t the periodghen he first

arrived, of local people comine Ly and leavigmgi d conch
for him and Michele, with no -remony just welcome te
the island.

ed himto” - a
sts want ap  will
, he does - Jt seta
diversli' tomake

Glenn’s background i computer sales
good listener; he liste s to what
endeavour to meet th .r needs. For
rigid dive schedule.~ aderstandi
an early start, sor : prefer to sl

Boarding is ¥  m the doc the store.” ae main dive
boat has a goc  aft platfo d er making -+ -entry safe and
easy, an imr ctant requir n Statia’s mr ¢ exposed sites.

The r in dive boatffs avlllable for ha! day private sports
fishing = ips and the st g flatable c-  be used for private

dives' or example if one or two people ant to be taken to dive
asi’ on their o always with~ dive leader).

Golden nter offer nclusive packages with the
alk of the To ostisarou 1 $690 for 7-nights/15-dives.
The store oss the ro” . from the Marine Park office

and the Biggg Bea]) restaurant /hich became our favourite lunch

ntact Dive Stat Ruddy and Rinda HessTel: (599) 382435
Co c . Fax: (599) 382539
Information e-mail: divestatia@magatropic.com

H © .baqua Eric and Ronald Tel: (599) 82160

Fax: (599) 82160

e-mail: scubaqua@megatropic.com

EJ Golden Rock Glenn Faires Tel: (599) 82964
Dive Center Fax: (599) 82964

e-mail: goldenrockdive@megatropic.com
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Statia
Dive Operators

3 Golden Rock Dive Center

[
E=] ]
s =]
) g
) 2
£
A »
— o
Year Established 1986 1997 1995
Number of Bases 1 1 1
Instructors 3 3 2
=
8 Diving Associations P PSC
7
Divemasters 1 2 2
Languages E E" S EDGS
Pers. Liab. Insurance ° ° °
No. Dive Boats 2 2
No. Divers per Boat 3-10  3-20 @
No. Boats with Sha 1 \
" No. Boats with ™ .let
F
8 No. Boats w' . FW
/M
Dives pe: .ay 1 1/1
Time  dive sites S -15 5-15
C .n boat . 2
L ] L ] L]
14 2r 6
Equipment for 2 1 1
F
E Equipment for rent
E Photo equip. rent . .
o)
[®@d Tank fills ° ° °
=
Nitrox
Equip. servicing ° . .




